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AMJAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1956, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Stourport-on-Sevem  Urban  District  Coimcil, 


Madam  Chaiman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  195^ • 

The  report  is  divided  into  the  following  sections 

"A”  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Aren. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area, 

"C”  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area* 

"D"  Housing, 

"E”  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood, 

nptf  Prevalence  of,  and  control  over.  Infectious  Diseases, 


Main  Occupations  of  the  Area, 


The  principal  industries  of  the  area  comprise  the 
manufacture  of  caiTpets,  ceramic  insulators,  sheet  steel, 
enamelware,  chains  for  many  purposes,  wire,  cable  fans,  forges, 
furnaces,  timber  production,  electric  traiisfomers,  a  tannery 
and  a  vinegar  works. 

In  addition  there  are: 

(a)  Three  large  Oil  Companies  engaged  in  the  storage  and 
distribution  of  petrol  and  oil, 

(b)  One  company  engaged  in  the  bulk  storage  and  distribution 
of  imported  timber. 

All  the  timber  and  the  majority  of  the  petrol  and  oil 
arrives  by  boat  from  Avonmouth,  Stourport-on-Sevem  being  the 
head  of  the  portion  of  the  river  Severn  which  is  navigable  by 
commercial  traffic.  There  is  also  one  of  the  largest  Power 
Stations  in  the  Midlands, 


t 


5. 


SECTION  ’•  A 


AREA  IN  ACRES  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  3218 

NNIffiER  OP  INHi^^ITED  HOUSES  (end  of  1956)  ...  353A 

according  to  Rate  Books  (Estimated 

RATEABLE  V/iLUE  ...  ,,,  ...  ,,,  £118,485 


SUM  REPRESENTED  BI  ONE  PENNY  RATE  ...  ...  ...  £458 

REGISTRAR  GENERAL'S  ESTBUiTE  OP  RESIDENT  . 10,880 

POPULATION  (mid  1956) 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 


LEGITB/ATE 

ILLEGITB^TE 


TOTilLS. 

i^/Iale.  Female. 

91  68 

5  5 


1956.  1955> 

159  181 

10  2 


96  73  169  183 


THE  BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  estimated  population 

for  the  Urban  Distinct  was  15 #5  16.7 

THE  BIRTH  RATE  for  England  and  Rales  for 

the  same  period  was  15.7  15*0 


STILL  BIRTHS. 


Male,  Female.  1956 


LEGITIMATE. 


4 

3 


7 


ILLEGITB/IATE 


TE::  STIIxL  birth  rate  per  1,000  total . .  .,,54.20 

live  and  still  births  v/as 

THE  STILL  BIRTH  R/\TE  per  1,000  total 

live  and  still  births  for  England  .  ...  23.40 

and  Wales  for  the  same  period  v;as 


DEATHS. 


miLE, 

FEl^L'iLE.  1956. 

12^- 

Total  Deaths 

...  ...  ... 

53  98 

107 

The  death  rate 

per  1,000  ostinated 

9.0 

10.0 

population  was 


The  Death  Rate  for  the  whole  of  England  11.7  11.7 

and  Wales  per  1,000  population  was 

Maternity  Mortality  rote  for  England  and 

Wales  for  the  sane  period  was  0.56  0.65 

Maternity  Mortality  rate  for  the  year  per  1^000  Nil  Nil 

births  (live  and  still)  was 

DEATHS  OP  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEilR.  WOE.  FEMALE.  1956.  1955. 

Legitimate  3  •  3  6 

Illegitimate  -  «  .• 


3  -  3  6 


NEONATAL  MORT.ILITY. 

The  dw-aths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  number  1  representing 
a  rate  of  5.9  1,000  live  births. 

The  deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  in  England  and  l^les 
during  1956  represented  a  rate  of  16,9  per  1,000  related 
live  births, 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YE/iR. 

1  Male  Congenital  Cyanotic  heart  disease. 

1  Male  Subarachnoid  Haemorrhage  and  Prematurity  (5  days) 

1  Mole  Atelectasis  and  Prematurity. 


7. 


1956.  1955. 


The 

Infant  Mortality  rate  for  the  year  was 

17.7 

32.7 

The 

Infant  Mortality  rate  for  the  sane  period 
for  England  and  Yfeles  was 

25.8 

24.9 

Deaths  frco  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ... 

17 

22 

Deaths  free  Measles  (all  ages)  ,,, 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  f ron  1/Vhooping  Cough  ...  ••• 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

Ref. 

Nil 

1 

No. 

CAUSES  OP  DEATH  C  including  Transferable  Deaths) 

Male. 

Female 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

3 

11. 

'*  Lung,  Bronchus 

5 

3 

13. 

"  ”  Uterus 

- 

1 

14. 

Other  Malignant  &  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

2 

3 

17, 

Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous  system 

4 

8 

18. 

Coronary  disease.  Angina 

9 

10 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

1 

20. 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

5 

9 

21. 

Other  circ\ilatory  disease 

3 

1 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

24. 

Bronchitis 

4 

4 

25, 

Other  disease  of  the  respiratory  system 

1 

- 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

- 

31. 

Congenital  Jilalf ormations 

1 

- 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

3 

3 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

1 

2 

8 


SECTION  . 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OP  HE/iLTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


Laboratory  Services. 

Producer  samples  of  milk  and  v/ater  are  examined  by  the 
County  Laboratory,  Worcester,  together  with  food  for  chemical 
analysis.  The  major  part  of  the  bacteriological  and  pathological 
v/ork  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Y^orcester 
Royal  Infirmary, 

Ambulance  Service. 


This  service  is  administered  by  the  County  Council  as  Local 
Health  Authority,  and  based  in  Kidderminster,  An  ambulance  for 
infectious  cases  is  stationed  at  Hayley  Green  Isolation  Hospital 
(under  the  control  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board), 

Hospitals. 

All  hospitals  are  administered  by  the  Midland  Regional 
Hospital  Boa27d,  through  their  Management  Committee,  The 
Kidderminster  General  Hospital  receives  the  majority  of  hospital 
patients  from  this  district.  The  Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital 
provides  the  district  and  surrounding  area  with  maternity  beds. 


Cases  admitted  during  the  year 

•  •  # 

0  0  0 

473 

V/cmen  delivered  ,,,  ,,, 

•  •  # 

0  0  0 

377 

Infants  bom  alive  ...  , , , 

#  •  • 

0  0  0 

377 

Infants  deaths  , . ,  , , , 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

8 

Infants  stillborn  ...  ... 

0  0  0 

6 

Maternal  deaths  . 

0  0  0 

Nil 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

«  •  * 

0  0  0 

18 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

#  #  • 

0  0  0 

Nil 

Infectioiis  Diseases. 


Beds  for  Infectious  Diseases  are  provided  at  Hayley  Green 
Isolation  Hospital,  Halesov»ren,  Four  cases  from  S  tourport-on-Sevem 
Urban  District  v/ere  admitted  during  the  year,  details  of  v/hich  are 
as  follows 

Scarlet  Fever  , , ,  . .  1 

\Yhooping  C  ou^  . .  ...  2 

Chicken  Pox  .  1 


9. 


Tuberculosis, 


Out-patient  treatment  is  provided  at  the  Kiddenninster 
Hospital  Dispensary  where  Dr. Cronin  attends  on  Tuesday  evenings, 
ITednesday  mornings  and  Thursday  afternoons.  In-patient* s 
treatment  is  arranged  at  Knightwick  Sanatorium  and  St,  V^ulstan’s 
Sanatorium,  Malvern,  Prevention  and  after-care  remain  the 
responsibility  of  the  Local  Health  Authority,  and  the  seirvico 
is  administered  locally  by  the  After-care  Sub-Conmitteo  of  the 
Divisio?n.al  Area  Health  Committee, 

Venereal  Disease, 


Treatment  and  ’'follow-up"  are  carried  out  at  the  following:- 

Kidderminster  and  District  G-eneral  Hospital, 
Yiforcester  Royal  Infirmary, 

Other  neighbouring  hospitals  as  required. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  service  is  administered  by  the  Local  Health  Authority. 
There  are:- 

(1)  Three  nurses  who  deal  principally  with  Midwifery  and 
G-eneral  Nursing,  A  car  is  provided, 

(2)  (a)3tQarport  Excluding  Vllden  and  Burlloh, 

A  whole  time  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse  who  attends 
school  medical  inspections,  treats  minor  ailments  at  the 
school  clinic  and  visits  cases  of  mental  defect.  She 
visits  infants  and  children  in  the  home  and  is  responsible 
for  their  welfare  from  lA  days  until  they  attend  school 
at  5  years,  when  she  continues  to  supervise  under  the 
school  scheme.  She  attends  all  Infant  Welfare  Clinics 
in  this  district, 

(b)Wilden  and  Burlish, 

A  whole  time  Health  Visitor,  whose  duties  are  shared  with 
the  adjoining  area  of  Kidderminster,  who  supervises  the 
B\u:*li3h  area  and  Wilden  including  the  school  clinic  and 
also  attends  the  Infant  Welfare  CduttO  Clinic  at  the  Lucy 
Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital, 

(3)  A  whole  time  Health  Visitor  who  visits  cases  of 
Tuberculosis, 


Clinics, 


10, 


(a)  Ante-Natal, 

-ijite-Natal  Clinics  are  held  every  Tuesday  and  Thursday 
afternoons  at  the  Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital,  in 
charge  of  Doctors  MacArthur,  C.  Mackie,  Winter,  Black, 
W.T.Mackie  and  Matron  respectively,  A  clinic  is  also 
held  by  the  District  Midwives  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Monday  in  each  month, 

(b)  Infant  V'felfare, 

(i)  Lucy  Baldwin  held  first  and  third  Fridays  in  the 
month, 

(ii)  Wilden  hold  third  Wednesday  in  the  month, 

(iii)  Areley  Kings  held  in  the  Parish  Hall,  Areley  Kings 
on  the  second  and  fourth  Thursday  afternoon,  (in 
charge  of  Dr. Winter) . 

Children  under  five  are  immimised  at  these  clinics 
and  vaccination  is  carried  out  as  required. 


11. 

SECTION  »  C  ”, 


SimiT/iHY  CIRCIMSTiiNCES  OF  THE  iiREA, 


Writer  Supply. 

The  najority  of  dwelling  hoiises  in  the  area  are  supplied 
with  water  from  the  Council’s  mains.  The  source  of  supply  is 
deep  bore  belonging  to  Bewdley  Corporation,  the  storage  resevoirs 
are  situated  at  Moimt  Pleasant, 

Samples  taken  regularly  from  the  general  mains  for 
chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological  examination  have  proved 
to  be  satisfactory.  Samples  taken  from  the  storage  tank 
serving  the  number  2  estate  at  Burlish  however,  were  fo-und  to 
be  contaminated  and  it  was  necessary  to  take  this  tank  out  of 
service. 


Further  mains  extensions  have  been  carried  out  in 
Bewdley  Road,  Francis  Road  and  Kylemilne  Way  to  cater  for  new 
private  housing  development. 

Drainage  and  Sewage, 

Disposal  of  sewage  at  the  Oldington  Dis'posal  Works 
used  jointly  with  the  Borou^s  of  Kidderminster  and  Bewdley, 
has  continued  satisfactorily. 

No  further  extensions  were  made  to  the  main  sewers 
during  the  year. 


12. 

SECTION  ”D». 

HOUSING. 


123  Hoxises  (including  flats)  were  completed  by  the  Council 
during  the  year  and  38  by  private  enterprise , 

Nmber  of  Council  houses  in  Urban  District .  IO8I 

Number  of  hutted  dwellings  requisitioned  by  Council  128 

Number  of  hoiises  requisitioned  by  Council  ...  ,,,  Nil 

Nimiber  of  Applicants  for  Council  houses  ...  ...  2l6 

(Plus  123  at  Burlish) 

Number  of  above  applicants  v/ho  are  living  in  lodgings  107 
Approximate  total  number  of  persons  represented  by 

application  list  , » .  ...  620 

(plus  510  at  Burlish) 

V/ith  regard  to  houses  considered  unfit  for  human 
habitation  in  the  district,  7  closing  orders  were  made. 

Nimber  of  families  rehoused  from  condemned  i:)roperties  -  14* 

Burlish  Estate. 


Further  progress  has  been  made  v/ith  the  clearance  of  the 
bungalows  on  this  estate  and  I63  have  now  been  demolished,  leaving 
125  still  inhabited.  The  throe  bungalows  allotted  to  the  County 
Council  have  continued  in  use  by  families  from  Part  III  aoocmmod- 
at  ion. 


None  of  the  families  of  Polish  origin  have  been  rehoused 
by  the  Council  during  the  year.  It  is  felt  that  the  time  is 
long  overdue  when  these  people  should  be  absorbed  into  the  general 
population  where  they  are  accepted  as  permanent  inhabitants  of  the 
district.  The  Council  should  provide  houses  for  these  people 
v/ithout  any  further  delay  and  should  not  segregate  them  as  a  group 
and  so  perpetuate  the  suggestion  that  they  are  in  some  way  different 
from  their  neighbours, 

Titton  Shock  Area. 


There  has  still  been  no  change  in  the  policy  decided  upon 
in  this  area, 

’'JJalshes  Farm  Areas, 


The  Vfalshes  Farm  Comping  Site  has  been  generally  satis¬ 
factory  as  long  as  it  has  received  constant  supervision  from  the 


15, 


full  timo  attendant  and  the  Council’s  Officials  concerned. 

During  the  year  the  privately  ovmod  T7alshes  Meadov/  Site 
was  licensed  for  the  use  of  moveable  dwellings.  The  conditions 
attached  to  the  Licence  regarding  the  x3rovision  of  sanitary 
acccmmodation,  piped  water  supply  and  refuse  bins  has  resulted 
in  there  being  a  distinct  improvement  in  the  conditions  on  this 
site. 

Houseboats, 


During  the  past  year  no  nuisance  has  arisen  from  the 
occuioation  of  the  houseboats  in  the  Canal  Basin©, 


14. 


SECTION  . 

INSPECTION  AND  SUEBmrSION  OF  FOOD, 


Ico  Cream  Manijfacture. 

The  nianber  of  manufactm^ers  of  ice  cream  on  the  Register  is 
5,  and  the  numher  of  retailers  of  ice  cream  is  46,  Regiilar 
samples  aro  being  taken  from  all  the  manufacturers  and  these 
have  proved  satisfactory. 

Food  Poisoning. 

One  case  occurred  during  the  year  but  enquiries  failed  to 
reveal  any  cause. 

Adulteration  of  Foods. 


Mr, Spencer,  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures, 
Worcestershire  County  Council,  reports  that  185  Ciilk  samples, 
86,  miscellaneous  samples  and  15  drug  samples  were  taken  for 
analysis  during  the  year. 

Milk  samples  reported  against  , , ,  , , ,  41 

Miscellaneous  samples  reported  against  2 

Drug  samples  reported  against . .  Nil 


15. 


SECTION  . 

PREV/miCE  OF.  COI^]TROL  OVER.  II^IFECTIOUS  DISE/iSES. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation, 

The  number  of  children  immunised  for  the  first  time 
during  the  year  either  at  clinics,  schools  or  by  General 
Practioners,  was  as  follows 

Pre  -School  Children  119 

School  Children  .  17 

Reinforcing  Doses  .  128 

Poliomyelitis  Immunisation, 

Despite  the  difficulties  of  maniafacture  and  the  resulting 
short  supply  of  this  new  vaccine,  a  decision  was  taken  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  to  commence  its  use  during  the  Spring  and 
early  Summer  of  this  year  for  those  bom  in  the  years  1947  to 
1954  inclusive  and  selection  of  the  children  was  to  be  carried 
out  in  London  in  the  first  instance, 

Pollov/ing  a  press  announcement,  ncuiies  and  consent  forms 
wore  collected  by  the  Coiinty  Medical  Officer  and  when  the  very 
limited  supplies  of  vaccine  arrived,  the  names  of  children  selected 
were  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  carrying  out  the  immunisation. 

Considerable  care  was  necessary  to  see  that  the  vaccine 
was  kept  well  below  room  temperature  until  immediately  before  use. 
In  the  case  of  Medical  Officers  covering  a  v;ide  area  a  vacnum 
flask  containing  ice  was  \ised. 

Total  number  of  children  immimised  during  the  year  -  3. 


General, 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  are 
shOTm  in  the  foil  ending  table:- 


l6. 


Diseases 

I  Total 
Cases 
Notified. 

Cases 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

1 

Total 

Deaths . 

Measles 

2 

^^hooping  Cough 

173 

2 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

1 

Puerperal  lyrexia 

14 

- 

tm 

Acute  Primai*y 
Pneumonia 

2 

mm 

Tuberculosis 

17 

11 

2 

Pood  Poisoning 
(Salmonella) 

1 

Abortus  Fever 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis « 

The  follov7ing  table  gives  particulars  of  new  cases  of 
Tubeixjulosis  and  deaths  free  the  disease  in  the  area  during 
the  year. 


New  Cases,  1 

Deaths, 

Age  Periods, 

Pulmonary, 

Non-Pulraona2?yi 

,  Pulmonary 

Nort-Pulmonary , 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M.  P. 

M. 

P. 

0  - 
1  - 
3  - 

'  15  - 

mm 

3 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 

- 

3 

- 

- 

-  1 

- 

- 

45  - 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

55  - 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  &  over 

1 

mm 

•• 

- 

—  — 

•• 

— 

Totals 

3 

11 

2 

1 

2 

- 

- 

B.C,G-,Inoculations« 

The  County  Council  scheme  for  the  testing  and  inoculation  of 
s\xsceptiblo  children  in  their  thirteenth  year  continued  satis¬ 
factorily  and  the  follovTing  are  the  figures  for  the  year:- 


17. 


Number  of  consents  for  testing  and  inoculation  ♦ • , 
Percentago  •••  «■.  •••  .*•  ••• 


Number  tested 
Result  Positive  , . . 
Result  Negative  . , , 
Percentage  Positive 


«  •  #  •  •  • 

•  0  •  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0  0 


0  0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0  0 


...  121 

...  25 

...  95 

...  20^ 


Vaccinated 


•  ••  0  0  0  0  0  0 


0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 


92 


Re-tested  (all  found  positive) 


0  0  0  0  0  0 


.  41 


CONCLUSION. 


On  the  whole  the  services  provided  by  the  Council  have 
proved  satisfactory  during  the  year,  but  there  is  evidence  of 
diff icidLties  to  come  with  the  supply  of  water  to  the  higher  parts 
of  the  town  and  especially  to  the  ¥ilden  Top  Area.  The  Council 
should  consider  what  action  will  be  necessary  in  the  future  to 
reoedy  this  state  of  affairs, 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman,  aJtX q£f  the 
Council,  and  the  Council’s  Stcff  for  their  help  and  co-operation 
during  the  year, 

I  am.  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

l^our  obedient  Servant, 

R,¥.  li/iRKfL^iM. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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MMJAL  RKPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEi^lLTH  IMSEECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1936 « 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Stonrport-on-Sevem  Urban  District  Co-uncil. 


Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  /innual  Report  for  the  year 

1956. 


PUBLIC  CLE/dlSING. 

Refuse  Collection, 

Throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  Urban  District  a 
v;eekly  collection  of  house  refuse  was  maintained  for  most  of  the 
year  under  review.  Unfortunately  during  August  and  September 
shortage  of  Staff  throu^  sickness  and  annual  holidays  caused  a 
certain  amount  of  unavoidable  delay. 

During  the  Summer  months  it  is  usual  to  expect  a 
diminution  in  the  amount  of  refuse  collected,  particularly  in 
the  ash  content,  but  in  many  parts  of  the  town  exactly  the  reverse 
is  found  and  bins  are  found  packed  tight  with  refuse,  usually 
of  a  type  which  can  easily  be  disposed  of  by  burning  on  an  open 
fire.  One  can  only  assime  that  these  persons  do  not  realise  that 
an  all  round  reduction  in  the  amount  of  refuse  to  be  collected 
would  moan  a  redaction  in  the  cost  of  this  important  service. 

The  condition  of  many  refuse  receptacles  also  leaves  a  lot 
to  be  desired  and  once  again  I  would  like  to  emphasise  that  under 
present  legislation  the  only  satisfactory  way  of  ensuring  that 
refuse  is  stored  in  approved  type  bins,  which  are  replaced  as 
and  v;hen  necessary,  is  for  the  local  authority  to  provide  bins, 
either  as  part  of  the  cleansing  services  or  by  making  a  charge 
of  7s/6d,  per  annum,  collected  with  the  rates, 

T''.70  vehicles  are  employed  on  this  work;  a  Shelvoke  and 
Drotary  side  loading  vehicle  and  a  more  modern  Shelvoke  and  Drewry 
Pore  and  iift  Ti'pping  Rear  Loading  vehicle.  Both  have  given 
satisfactory  service,  but  it  will  soon  be  necessaiy  for  the  side 
loader  to  be  replaced  by  a  larger  vehicle  to  cater  for  the  rapidly 
expanding  housing  estates  both  private  and  local  authority. 

There  were  a  number  of  changes  throughout  the  year  among 
the  personnel  employed  on  this  work  but  there  remained  throu^out 
a  hardcore  of  dependable  workers,  who  generally  carry  out  this 
unsavoiny  work  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner. 


Trade  Refiose, 
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The  collection  of  trade  refuse  is  carried  out  weekly  on 
request  and  the  following  charges  are  made:- 

One  bin  emptied  weekly  Free 

All  other  bins  , , .  ...  20s/-  per  half  year 

per  bin. 

Certain  tradespeople  still  prefer  to  take  their  refuse  to  the 
Council's  tip  by  their  own  transport  and  in  these  cases  a 
tipping  charge  of  2s/6d,  per  load  or  part  load  is  made. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Disposal  of  refuse  was  carried  out  by  controlled  tipping 
on  the  site  adjoining  Hartlebury  Common, 

Despite  a  regular  spraying  with  insecticide  and  tip 
dressing,  complaints  were  received  from  houses  and  a  factory 
in  the  near  vicinity  regarding  infestation  of  their  premises 
with  a  large  nianber  of  flies.  Every  attention  was  paid  to 

the  covering  of  the  refuse,  but  there  wore  times,  due  to 
lack  of  covering  material,  when  more  refuse  than  is  desirable 
was  left  uncovered.  This  problem  will  be  much  easier  to  deal 
with  on  the  new  site. 

Following  long  negotiations  with  various  interested 
bodies  the  Council  have  agreed  to  purchase  a  sand  quarry  on 
the  main  Kidderminster  Road  to  be  used  for  the  disposal  of 
refuse.  The  site  in  its  present  state  vd.ll  satisfy  the 
needs  of  the  urban  district  for  many  years  to  come.  It  is 
ideally  situated  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  away  fran 
any  properties,  and  very  little  preliiainaiy  site  works  are 
necessary  before  tipping  can  commence.  In  addition  the 
v/eighbridge,  v/hich  is  capable  of  weighing  up  to  twenty  tons, 
should  prove  a  valuable  asset. 

The  whole  site  covers  some  thirteen  acres  and  v;hen  tipping 
is  completed  and  the  site  properly  levelled,  the  Council  v/ill 
be  left  with  what  could  prove  to  be  a  valuable  site  in  years 
to  come. 
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S/iLVAGE  COLLECTION  im  DISPOS/iL. 


Waste  Paper. 


ii.  seperate  collection  of  waste  paper  and  cardboard  is 
made  from  shops  and  factories  throughout  the  district  and  special 
collections  are  made  v/here  necessary.  Salvage  from  householders 
is  collected  at  the  same  time  as  the  refuse  bins  are  emptied. 

The  paper  mills  at  the  early  part  of  1956  were  carrying 
heavy  stocks  of  waste  paper  and  it  7/as  found  necessary  to  restrict 
the  amount  of  salvaged  paper  taken  from  the  suppliers.  This  was 
done  to  "avoid  excessive  supplies  v/hich  could  load  to  chaotic 
market  conditions  and  an  undermining  of  the  price  structure", 

Ho\yover,  the  mills  v/ere  optimistic  about  the  future,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  additional  plant  and  nev/  mills,  v/hich  v/ill 
commence  to  operate  in  1957  v/ill  restore  the  position  to  normal 
and  so  ensure  a  permanent  outlet  for  all  the  v/aste  paper  that 
we  can  possibly  salvage. 


S<?rap  Metal, 

•  During  the  yc:;r  I  roGcive/i  b  number  of  visits  from  a 
F:cpresentative  of  the  Midland  ocraj,  durvey  Committee  v/ho  urged 
the  segregation  of  as  many  tins  as  possible  from  the  refuse  at 
its  point  of  disposal.  Efforts  were  made  to  comply  with  the 
request  but  it  was  found  difficult  to  interest  merchants  in 
this  type  of  scrap,  Hov/ever,  by  the  end  of  the  year  there 
v/ere  indications  that  we  had  found  a  steady  outlet  for  this 
type  of  scrap  at  a  fair  price  and  it  is  hoped  to  extract  and 
sell  up  to  65  tons  of  this  material  in  1957.  This,  of  course, 

will  be  subject  to  the  availability  of  labour. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  more  material  we  can 
salvage  fran  refuse,  the  longer  the  tip  will  last  and  this  point 
should  be  taken  into  consideration  when  the  financial  side  of  the 
work  is  under  discussion. 
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Details  of  Salvaged  Materials  Sold  dijrin^  195^* 


Weight. 

Amount 

Realised, 

Tons, 

Gwts, 

Qrs- 

• 

s. 

d. 

T^aste  Paper 

62 

3 

2 

471 

12 

10 

Container  Waste 

11 

7 

99 

18 

6 

Cast  Iron 

7 

3 

3 

58 

19 

10 

Steel 

2 

6 

13 

5 

- 

Light  Tins  etc. 

8 

9 

3 

25 

3 

6 

Brass 

1 

12 

1 

C  opper 

8 

5 

11 

Lead 

6 

15 

9 

Rags 

2 

17 

0m 

String 

9 

6 

688  19  11 


Cleansinp;  of  Pail  Closets  and  Cesspools. 

The  nmber  of  pail  closets  in  the  tovm  was  further  reduced 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year  by  closet  conversions  affecting 
fifteen  houses  in  the  Astley  Cross  area.  There  still  remain, 
however,  approximately  ninety  pails  mainly  in  the  Lower  Heath 
and  ¥ilden  areas,  v/hich  have  to  be  emptied  weekly  and  if  these 
are  to  be  abolished  a  further  sewage  pumping  station  v;ill  be 
required  and  long  length  of  pumping  main. 

Cesspools  are  emptied  on  request  free  of  charge  in  the  urban 
district.  The  vehicle  is  also  employed  by  adjoining  local 
authorities,  a  charge  of  £1  per  hour  being  made  in  these  cases. 

Details  of  Revenue  from  Private  Work, 

Chargeable  work  oxjtside  the  district  ,,,  £52,  5s,  Od, 

"  "  inside  the  district  .  £54, 15s.  Od, 

Outdoor  Staff  Employed  on  Public  Cleansing. 

2  Refuse  Proighter  Driver/Loaders, 

1  Driver  (Salvage  etc) 

7  Refuse  Loaders 

2  Tip  Men  (l  Part  time) 

1  Salvage  Baler 

1  Gulley/Cosspool  Emptier  Driver 
1  G-ulley/Cesspool  Emptier  Attendant. 
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RQDEIIT  COimOL. 

Treatments  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  are 
carried  out  free  of  charge  at  dwellinghouses.  Business  premises 
are  charged  on  a  time  plus  material  "basis  except  in  cases  of 
certain  factories  and  shops  who  prefer  to  have  their  premises 
regularly  treated  imder  annual  contract.  In  195^  the  Council 
had  four  such  contracts  amounting  to  £80. 

The  sowers  throughout  the  town  v/ere  test  baited  on  two 
occasions  and  the  only  section  found  infested  was  on  the  Burlish 
Estate,  The  complete  eradication  of  rats  on  the  estate  is  tak¬ 
ing  tip  a  consideruble  mount  of  time  principally  due  to  the  fact 
that  there  are  many  disused  drains  in  the  area  which  form  an 
ideal  home  for  these  creatures . 

Regular  attention  was  also  given  to  the  Council's  Refuse 
Tip  and  Sewage  Pumping  Stations, 

Summary  of  Work  Carried  out  during  195^, 

Type  of  Promises.  Number  of  Treatments, 

Local  Authority' s  Property  l6 

Business  Premises  18 

Bv/ellinghouscs  785 


PUBLIC  CONVEIIEENCES. 

The  now  Public  Lavatories  erected  on  the  site  adjoining 
Severn  Meadows  were  opened  in  time  for  the  V/hitsun  holiday, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  by  the  end  of  the  Summer,  they  wore 
being  more  and  more  used  by  weekend  visitors  to  the  town.,  so 
alleviating  in  scaae  way  the  congestion  v/hich  normally  occurred 
at  the  Bridge  Street  Public  Lavatories, 

Unfortunately  Y;e  are  still  visited  by  vandals  \7ho  delight 
indaraaging  the  structure  of  these  buildings  and  the  cost  of 
repairing  the  damage  is  considerable  over  a  period  of  twelve 
months,  Warning  notices  had  little  or  no  detorent  affect, 
and  in  fact  one  of  the  notices  was  tom  from  the  wall  twenty- 
four  hours  after  being  fixed. 
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Tho  developmont  of  tho  western  bank  of  the  river  by  the 
Council  is  now  attracting  visitors  in  ever  increasing  numbers 
^nd  it  is  quite  apparent  that  tho  Council  v/ill  have  to  givo 
serious  consideration  to  the  provision  of  further  public 
sanitary  accommodation  on  the  /ireloy  Kings  side  of  the  river 
in  the  very  near  future, 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 


The  measurement  of  the  concentration  of  sulphur  dioxide 
in  the  atmosphere  was  continued  throughout  the  year.  The 
results  are  tabulated  below:- 

/imounts  Expressed  as  Milligrams  of  S03  per  Day  per  100  sq.cm, 

of  Lead  Peroxide, 


*  1. 

Wyre  Mill 

Pumping 

Station, 

2. 

Baldv/in 

Road, 

3. 

Tbrcester 

Rd,  Pump- 
ins  Station. 

4. 

Titton  Sands 
Pam, 

1956.il955. 

1956, 

1955. 

1956.  1 

1955. 

1956. 

1955. 

January 

1.26 

1 

.94 

1.11 

.79 

1.43 

.83 

.97 

February 

2.23 

^1.50 

1,25 

1.50 

2.42 

1.95 

1.65 

1.54 

March 

.93 

1,11 

1.05 

1.28 

1.26 

1.61 

1.05 

.88 

April 

1.00 

.69 

.86 

.85 

1.31 

.82 

1.20 

.55 

May 

.95 

.73 

1.97 

.94 

1.05 

.69 

.97 

.89 

Juno 

.54 

.42 

.63 

.49 

.72 

.55 

1,01 

.33 

July 

.45 

.73 

.40 

.61 

.69 

1.07 

.42 

.68 

August 

.34 

.34 

.47 

.41 

.50 

.59 

.31 

.39 

September 

.39 

- 

.64 

- 

.52 

- 

.16 

- 

October 

.72 

.78 

.05 

.75 

.57 

.93 

.37 

.70 

November 

.81 

.92 

1.56 

1.44 

.05 

1.65 

.83 

.91 

December 

1.02 

.71 

.92 

.97 

2.19 

.94 

.42 

.46 

Averages. 

.88 

.80 

.96 

.94 

1.01 

ji.ii 

{ 

.77 

.75 

With  reference  to  the  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  by  smoke 
from  the  combustion  of  coal,  I  regret  to  have  to  report  that  heavy 
smoke  emissions  continued  from  the  chimney  of  tho  muffle  furnaces 
of  tho  Enamolv/are  Factory  in  Baldv/in  Road,  Many  visits  were  i-ftivl  to 
these  premises  and  interviews  hold  with  the  management,  but  little 
las tirg improvement  was  effected.  One  cannot  understand  the  apparent 
apathetic  attitude  of  the  management  to  these  emissions,  which 
must  add  considerably  to  the  fuel  bill. 
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The  C,E,A.Povv’er  Station  does,  at  certain  intervals,  emit 
both  fly  ash  and  black  smoke.  The  first  mentioned  is  emitted 
when  the  electro-static  precipitators  serving  the  nev7  station 
are  defective  in  sene  way  and  the  black  smoke  emissions  occur 
principally  during  periods  of  heavy  load  when  old  and  obsolete 
plant  is  brought  into  use.  There  are  however,  other  occasions, 
mainly  in  the  evenings  and  at  weekends,  when  black  smoke  is 
emitted  fran  the  chimneys  of  ’A*  station  which,  quite  obviously, 
are  due  to  lack  of  attention  to  the  plant* 

Certain  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956  came  into 
force  on  the  last  day  of  the  year.  These  provisions  deal  with 
the  installation  of  new  furriaces,  the  height  of  chimneys,  smoke 
control  areas,  pollution  from  colliery  spoil  banks,  reseajrch  and 
publicity  and  the  making  of  building  byelaws.  The  remaining 
provisions  of  the  Act  which  include  power  to  deal  with  dark  smoke 
from  any  chimney,  including  domestic  chimneys,  will  apparently 
come  into  force  in  the  early  part  of  1958, 

HOUSING. 


The  problem  of  obtaining  repairs  to  rent  controlled  property 
still  remains  one  of  the  most  difficult  which  Public  Health 
Inspectors  are  called  upon  to  deal  \7ith.  In  most  cases  the  repairs 
effected  are  the  minimum  necessary  to  abate  the  nuisance  and  in 
no  time  at  all  the  tenants  are  making  further  complaints  regarding 
other  defects.  The  Housing  Rents  Bill  v/hich  at  the  present  is 
before  Parliament  may  help  to  improve  this  position  in  sane  way, 
but  what  is  certain  however,  is  that  the  v/ork  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  will  be  considerably  increased  when  the  Bill  becomes 
Lav/, 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  the  So37vice  of  Fomal 

Notices, 


Number  of  dwellinghouses  at  v/hich  defects  were  remedied  , . ,  25 

Action  imder  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year, 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  1936, 

(1)  Of  dw^XXinghouBea  la  respeot  of  fdilch 

Demolition  Orders  wore  made  , . ,  , , ,  , , ,  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  vdiich 

Closing  Orders  were  made  . , *  . , ,  , . ,  7 

f3)  Number  of  undertakings  not  to  re  let  accepted  1 
(l*.)  Number  of  houses  demolished  following 

Statutory  action . 11 
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(b)  Proceedings  \mder  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  N-umber  of  dv?ellinghouses  in  respect  of  v/hich 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  bo 
remedxed  •••  «•*  •»»  •••  12 

(2)  N-umber  of  houses  in  which  defects  v/ere  remedied 

following  service  of  f omal  notices  ...  , , ,  11 

(c)  Proceedings  iinder  Section  23  of  the  Housing  Act  1936 

(clearance  Areas) 

The  Council  declared  one  area  containing  8  houses  in 
Mitt on  Street  to  be  a  Clearance  Area  and  subsequently 
made  a  Clearance  Order,  An  objection  was  made  to  the 
Order  but  was  later  v/ithdrawn,  but  the  Order  had  not  been 
confirmed  by  the  Minister  by  the  end  of  the  year, 

SUTiAiPy  OF  REPAIPS  EFFECTED  FOLLOWINC 

PRELIMIN/iRY  OR  STATUT'ORY  AI^TION. 


Structural  Repairs  4 

Roof  Repairs  9 

Eavesgutters  Repaired  or  Renewed  1 

Rainwater  Pipes  Repaired  or  Renewed  1 

¥inda\'  S  or  Doors  Repaired  5 

Dampness  Ramedi.ed  3 

Firegrates  Repaired  or  Renewed  1 

Wall  8z  Ceiling  Plaster  Repaired  3 

Now  Sinks  Provided  6 

W.C. Fittings  Repaired  or  Renev/ed  15 

V/.C  .S  tructures  Repaired  2 

Drains  Unblocked  and  Cleansed  12 

Drains  Repaired  or  Ventilated  3 

New  Drainage  System  Installed  15 

Pubr.ic  Sev^ers  Unblocked  and  Cleansed  1? 
Public  Sewers  Repaired  or  Relaid  1 

Houses  Disinfested  2 

Houses  Disinfected  2 

Main  Water  Supply  Provided  2 

Pail  Closets  Converted  12 

Ne\7  Dust  Bins  Provided  28 

(by  Council  on  Request) 
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POOD  IM)  DRUGS  iMINISTRiiTION. 


1.  Hygiene. 

The  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  1955  came  into  operation 
during  1956.  Some  of  the  provisions  came  into  force  on 
January  1st  and  the  remainder  on  the  first  day  of  July,  1956, 
Although  there  are  many  ambiguous  clauses  in  these  regulations 
they  do  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  inspector  when  dealing  with 
food  hygiene. 

On  two  occasions  during  the  year  details  of  the 
regulations  wore  circulated  to  the  occupiers  of  all  premises 
whore  food  is  manufactured,  handled  or  stored,  Pollowing  this 
action  many  of  the  food  promises  in  this  tovm  have  been  brought 
up  to  the  required  standard  and  provided  with  the  necessary 
fittings  and  equipment  to  comply  with  the  regulations,  but  there 
are  others  who  appear  to  have  done  little  to  date,  and  will 
require  regular  attention  in  the  future. 

In  most  cases  counter  displays  of  food  are  now  protected 
by  glass  screens  and  a  number  of  shopkeepers  have  provided 
refrigeration  equipment  for  the  storage  of  cooked  meats  etc,. 

The  people  who  can  do  most  to  further  improve  conditions 
in  shops  are  the  customers.  If  they  would  refrain  froa 
patronising  shops  where  unclean  practices  have  been  observed, 
conditions  would  rapidly  improve. 


2,  Meat  Inspection  and  Control  of  Si aught erhouses» 


Animals  Inspected. 


Cattle 
Excluding 
Cov;s . 

[ 

Cows, 

Calves, 

( 

Sheep 
&  Lambs. 

Pigs, 

Horses, 

MffiER  KI'  -LED 

87 

Nil 

3 

1137 

623 

Nil 

mmm  inspected 

77 

Nil 

3 

730 

411 

Nil 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS  /iND 

CISTICERCI. 

^Aiole  Caroase 
CoTideranod. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  whicA.  oom 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

3 

20 

Nil 

Nil 

9 

23 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the 
nmber  inspected  aff¬ 
ected  with  disease 
other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  or  cysticerci 

23.2 

- 

- 

1.23 

5.59 

- 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY, 
^liole  Carcase 
condemned* 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ  | 
v/as  condemn.od. 

Nil 

! 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

CYSTICEROCIS. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Tho  iospoction  of  oarcasos  after  olaughtor  still  ontails 
regular  visits  to  ono  of  tlio  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  on 
Sundays  or  during  the  evening  or  early  morning. 

Most  of  the  Butchers’  neat  sold  in  the  tovm  is  still 
slaughtered  outside  the  district  either  in  Kidderminster  or 
Tenbury,  the  neat  being  brought  into  the  town  in  closed  vans. 

In  May  of  195^  the  Government  announced  its  future  policy 
to  regulate  the  provision  of  slaughterhouses  in  England  and  Wales, 
It  appears  that  the  plan  for  a  moderate  concentration  of  slaughter¬ 
houses  by  moans  of  central  plann.’jig  have  now  been  abandoned  and 
there  v>fill  be  a  period  during  which  traders  v;ill  be  free  to 
develop  slaughterhouse  facilities  according  to  their  ovm  economic 
considerations,  and  subject  only  to  ccmpliance  with  the  nev; 
regulations  v;hich  are  to  be  made  and  to  normal  planning  require¬ 
ments  . 


A  date  v/ill  be  fixed  when  all  existing  slaughterhouses 
will  have  to  measure  up  to  a  oortoin  standard,  and  from  inform¬ 
ation  at  present  available  it  appears  that  one  slaughterhouse  in 
tho  district  will  require  quite  a  lot  of  alterations  and 
improvements  if  it  is  to  continue  in  use, 

3*  Other  Food, 

Tr/enty-five  visits  wore  made  to  promises  to  inspect  food 
thought  to  be  unfit  for  human  consmption.  The  follov/ing  articles 
wore  condemned: - 


Canned  Moat 
”  Soup 
'*  Fruits 
”  Vegetables 
'*  Tomatoes 
"  Milk 
Fish 

"  Cream 
'*  Fruit  Juices 

"  Meat  or  Fish  Paste 

'*  Steak  and  Kidney 
"  Macaroni  Cheese 
”  Chickens 
Corned  Boef 
Minced  Chicken 
"  Pork 

Horse  Radish  Relish 
Bacon 

Lamb  (New  Zealand) 


38  tins 
11  " 

123  " 

53  " 

14-8  " 

55  ” 

12  ” 

3  " 
k  ” 

5  " 

15  " 

8  " 

8  " 

490  lbs, 

1  jar 
10  jars 

2  " 

112  lbs 

2  carcases 
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Pish  (Kippers) 
Roast  Chicken 
Creamed  Rice 
Marzipan 
Chicken  Spread 


2  -  7-lt>.boxes, 
1 

1  tin 
24  packets 
1  tin 


All  food  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
was  removed  and  disposed  of  by  burying  on  the  Council's  refuse 
tip. 


4.  Milk  Sxrpply. 

Number  of  Registered  Distributers  7 

Licences  Granted. 

Dealer  Licences 


Tuberculin  Tested  4 
Pasteurised  6 
Sterilised  7 

Supplementary  Licences 

Tuberculin  Tested  4 
Pasteurised  4 
Sterilised  4 


5.  Ice  Cream. 

Number  of  Manufacturers 

on  Register  5 

Number  of  Retailers  on 

Register  4^ 

DETAILS  OF  S/u^iPLES  SUBfflTTED  FOR 

BACTERIOLOCIC/iL  EX/aHNATION. 


Provisional  Grade, 


Total  Samples 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Of  the  five  registered  manufacturers  only  t\70  are  aotmlly 
making  ice  cream.  One  uses  the  complete  cold  mix  and  the  other 
the  hot  mix  method. 
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The  nimber  of  retailers  of  prepared  ice  cream  increased 
by  six  during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  sale  from  shop  promises  there  are 
three  itinerant  vendors  who  regularly  toiu?  the  district.  One 
is  a  manufacturer  registered  with  an  adjoining  authority,  one 
is  a  van  belonging  to  a  large  firm  of  notable  repute  and  the 
other  vendor  retails  prepared  ice  cream  purchased  from  an¬ 
other  of  the  largo  manufacturers, 

6,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955*  Section  l6. 

Registration  of  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  of 
prepared  foods 

Number  on  register  . .  7 

RETAILS  OP  TRIPES  OP  POOD  WiNDPACTURED. 


No, of  Premises, 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 


Pood  Manufactured, 

Sausage,  cooked  meats  and  meat  pies. 
Sausage  only. 

Sausage  and  pickled  tongues. 

Meat  pickling. 

Cooked  Ham  only. 


Number  of  inspections  made 


7 


Extensive  alterations  wero  carried  out  at  one  of  the 
premises  to  secure  compliance  v/ith  the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations, 


NUJ/IBER  OP  POOD  PEEI-IISES  IN  THE  AREA, 


Type  of  Business,  No, 


Works  Canteens  9 
Restaurant  Kitchens  9 
School  Kitchens  3 
Bakehouses  3 
Bakery  and  Confectionery  7 
G-rocers  and  Provision  Merchants  15 
General  Pood  Shops  25 
Sv;eet  Shops  7 
Greengrocers  3 
Greengrocers  and  Pish  Shops  3 
Butchers  Shops  10 
Cooked  Meats  2 
Pish  Friers  5 
Licensed  Premises  (including  Clubs  and  Off- 

Licences)  44 


Snack  Bars 
Mobile  Canteens 
Mobile  Fish  Priors 
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4 

2 

1 


PET  ACT.  1951. 

There  are  t?/o  persons  lie  ©used  imder  the  above  Act  to  keep 
a  Pet  Shop, 


CANAL  BOATS. 

The  only  coraraercial  boats  using  the  canal  in  this  district 
were  a  number  bringing  a  consignment  of  Felspar  to  the  Steatite 
Factory,  Normally  the  canal  is  only  used  by  a  limited  number 
of  pleasure  craft. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  ENQUIRIES 

Number  of  enquiries  made  5 
Number  of  rooms  disinfected  2 

Disinfectant  is  provided  free  to  the  occupiers  of  any  house 
where  a  case  of  infectious  disease  has  occ\irrod.  Rooms  are 
disinfected  where  necessary  or  on  request. 


OFFENSIVE  TRAPPS. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  v/ithin  the  meaning  of 
Section  107  of  the  Public  Health  Act  193^  carried  out  in  this 
district. 


CiiRAVAN  im  GMUFim  SITES. 


There  are  in  this  district  three  licensed  sites  in  addition 
to  the  site  adminstered  by  the  Authority,  Those  three  sites 
are  new  occupied  by  some  one  hundred  and  fifty  vans  of  various 
types  and  in  addition,  al.l  the  r’3m.aining  space  one  of  the 
sites  adjoining  the  River  Severn  is  almost  completely  taken 
up  by  tents  during  the  August  fortnight. 

All  the  sites  now  have  a  piped  water  supply,  two  have  water 
sanitation  and  the  remaining  one  is  provided  with  chemical 
sanitation. 
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Wo  arc  tro-’itl'jd  by  travel?.ing  dealers  v/ho  park 

their  vans  and  ’cents  on  any  vacant  piece  of  land,  and  if 
leniency  is  shown  to  one,  in  a  very  short  space  of  time  there 
has  grown  a  ccnplote  colony  with  all  the  usual  heaps  of  scrap 
metal  o.r.d  rags  and  insanitary  conditions.  Trouble  of  this 
kind  v.as  j.enced  on  the  Burlish  Estate  and  it  was  found 

necessary  to  ejoct  a  number  of  offenders.  The  answer  to  this 
problem  apxjoars  to  bo  the  provision  of  sites  for  this  typo  of 
person,  where  they  can  pay  their  fair  share  towards  the  cost  of 
the  local  authorities’  services, 

WAT  ER  SUPPLY. 


Private  Supplies. 

The  premises  still  dependent  upon  shallow  wells  for  their 
water  supply  are  mostly  the  shack  dwellings  and  holiday  bungalov;s 
in  the  Lower  Heath  and  Sevemside  areas,  plus  one  or  two  dwellings 
on  the  outskirts  of  the  district  at  Astley  Cross  and  Wilden, 

Tt/o  samples  of  water  taken  from  wells  in  the  Lower 
Heath  area  wore  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
found  to  be  unfit  for  drinking.  The  occupants  were  instructed 
to  boil  all  T/ater  before  use  in  each  case. 

Mains  Supply, 

Four  samples  of  water  taken  from  the  general  mains  supply 
during  this  year  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  chemical  analysis  and  found  to  bo  satisfactory. 

However,  during  the  Summer  samples  taken  fron  bungalows 
on  Burlish  No, 2,  Estate  proved  that  the  largo  storage  tank 
serving  the  estate  v/as  contaminated  with  Faecal  Coli  and  all 
users  were  v/amed  to  boil  all  v;ater  before  using  for  drinking. 

The  tank  'was  I” ter  put  out  of  use  and  it  was  found  possible 
to  supply  the  estate  fron  Mount  Pleasant  except  on  Mondays  “Bdien 
the  level  of  the  resovoir  dropped  due  to  heavy  demands. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Total  number  of  Factories  on  Register  52 
Factories  with  Mechanical  Power  48 

Factories  with  no  Mechanical  Power  4 


The  follOTing  is  a  siiramary  of  inspections  made  during  the 
year  ivith  details  of  defects  found  and  remedied: - 

Total  number  of  Insioections  -  27 


Sanitary  Conveniences,  Defects  Pound,  Defects  Remedied, 

fa)  Insufficient  2  2 

(b^  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

(d)  Other  offences 


Section  54« 

Pour  certificates  as  to  means  of  escape  in  case 
of  fire  were  issued, 

Outv/orkers, 

There  is  one  person  in  the  tovm  employed  on  the 
manufacture  of  gloves. 

RECISTBROP  PACTORIBS  (51st  December,  1956) , 


Blacksmith  1 
Builders  Yard  3 
Battery  Reconstruction  1 
Builders  2 
Chaff  Cutters  1 
Carpet  Manufacturers  1 
Coach  Builders  1 
Civil  Engineers  2 
Engineers  1 
Pood  Manufacturers  10 
Purnace  J/Iakers  1 
Gravel  Pits  2 
Gas  Works  1 
Iron  Poundry  1 
Manufacture  of  Enamelv/are  1 
Manufacture  of  Chains  1 
Milliner  1 
Manufacture  of  Yifood  Articles  1 
Manufacture  of  Ceramic  Insulators  1 
Manufacture  of  Electrical 

Components  2 
Making  of  Lock  Gates  1 
Motor  and  Motor  Cycle  Engineers  4 
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Pov/er  Plant 
Petrol  Depots 
Repair  of  Canal  Boats 
Steel  Rolling  Mills 
Tannery 

Timber  Merchants 
Vinegar  Works 
Wire  Manufacturers 


Total 


52 


SUllliRI  OP  laJL  NOTICES  SERVED, 


Preliminary  Notices. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936  2o 
Housing  Act,  1936  7 
Pood  and  Drugs  Act  2 
Pactories  Act,  1937  2 


36 


Statutory  Notices, 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Section  93  H 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Section  75  7 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Section  39  1 


19 


rH  C\J  iH  iH  iH  -d"  rH  iH 


36, 

SMffilARY  OF  IMSFECTIONS  I'M)  VISITS  «  1956 


Houses  let  in  Lodgings 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  - 
No. of  houses  recorded 
Housing  Act  -  Inspection  on  Complaint 
Housing  Act  -  Routine 
Public  Health  Act  -  on  Complaint 
Public  Health  Act  -  Routine 
Re-visits  -  Housing  Act 
Re-visits  -  Public  Health  Act 
Re-visits  -  Others 
■’^brk  in  Pmgress 
Infectioijs  Disease  Enquiries 
Pood  Shops  -  G-eneral 
Pood  Preparation  Premises 
Bakehouses 

Restaurants  &  Canteen  Kitchens 

Licensed  Premises 

Ice  Cream  Dealers 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 

Itinerant  Vendors 

Pish  Priors 

Shops  (shops  Act) 

Pnctories  -  Mechanical  Power 
Factories  -  No  Mechanical  Power 
Caravan  Sites 
Controlled  Tip 
Piggeries 

Public  Conveniences 

Survey  for  Infestation  (P,D.P,A,19A9) 

Business  Premises 

S\irvoy  for  Infestation  (P,D,P,A,1949) 

Local  Authority  Property 
Survey  for  Infestation  (P,D.P,A.1949) 

Dwellinghousea 

Survey  for  Infestation  ( P.D, P. A. 1949) 

/igricultural  Property 

¥orkplaces 
Smoke  Observations 
Miscellaneous  Inspections 
Pot  Shops 

Visits  to  Inspect  Pood 
Slaughterhouse  -  Routine 
Slaughterhouse  -  Meat  Inspection 


5 

4 
14 
21 
82 

129 

81 

141 

16 

79 

5 

73 

7 

1 

27 

11 

22 


5 

6 

4 

1 

56 

ll 

70 

3 

175 


22 


1 

34 

1 

3 

53 

345 

2 

49 

25 

149 


Total  Inspections  1725 


37. 


Conclusion. 


This  report  gives  details  of  most  of  the  work  carried  out 
by  the  Public  Health  Department  for  the  year  195^,  but  it  would 
be  wrong  to  say  that  all  that  should  be  done  has  been  done. 

The  amount  of  work  which  the  Health  Department  are  called  upon 
to  perfom  has  steadily  increased  over  the  past  five  or  six 
years  and  it  was  not  found  possible  to  carry  out  regular 
routine  inspections  of  food  premises,  factories,  shops,  houses 
etc,,  and  with  the  proposed  full  implementation  of  the  Clean 
Air  Act  1958  a  further  burden  v/ill  bo  placed  on  this 
department,  Hov/ever,  I  shall  continue  to  deal  with  the  most 
important  v/ork  and  endeavour  to  carry  out  routine  inspoctiohs 
wherever  possible,  but  if  the  Gomcil  wish  to  discharge  in  full 
all  the  duties  placed  upon  them  by  the  many  Acts  of  Parliament, 
consideration  will  have  to  be  given  to  the  question  of  employing 
further  qualified  staff. 

I  am. 


Madam  Chaiman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  JiADDOCK. 

Public  Health  Inspector, 
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